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APACC is privileged to honor General Motors as its 2016 Corporation 
of the Year and Sanjay Patel of Midwest Molding, Inc. as the Advocate 
of the Year.  The awards were presented by APACC Chairman of the 
Board Ron Shahani at the 15th Annual APACC Gala on April 29 at 
MGM Grand Detroit.

General Motors was recognized for its extraordinary advocacy and   General Motors was recognized for its extraordinary advocacy and   
support of APACC and its mission, its exemplary efforts to embrace 
Asian Pacific American businesses and communities, and its time and 
effort for the advancement of Asian Pacific Americans.

Mr. Patel was acknowledged for his influence in promoting APACC to Mr. Patel was acknowledged for his influence in promoting APACC to 
the business community, volunteering time and resources to assist 
APACC’s operations and activities, sharing ideas to enhance APACC 
programs and support its membership, and assisting in new member    
referrals and attending APACC events to show support.
 
The black-tie fundraising gala brought in over 700 guests, including top The black-tie fundraising gala brought in over 700 guests, including top 
corporate executives from large U.S. and Asian businesses; leaders from 
businesses owned by Asian Americans from China, Japan, S. Korea, 
Taiwan, India and other countries; entrepreneurs throughout the        
Midwest; and political and government dignitaries. The theme of the 
fundraising gala was “A Metamorphic Journey” and the gala is a       
celebration of the achievements of APACC and the communities it    
represents.represents.

Keynote speaker Susan Jin Davis, Senior Vice President, Operations & 
Compliance for Comcast Cable captivated the audience with her         
experience as an Asian female in the corporate world including the    
pivotal role she played during the company’s merger with NBC        
Universal creating ground-breaking commitments in the areas of         
programming, supplier and employment diversity, as well as APA    
community investment. 

15th Anniversary Gala Honors General Motors and Midwest Molding

 A Metamorphic Journey, Fifteen Years of APACC
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On behalf of APACC, it gives me great pleasure to say that 2016 was a remarkable year for our Chamber.  We celebrated 
our 15th anniversary and like the theme of our gala, “A Metamorphic Journey,” our organization experienced many      
wonderful changes.

With profound thanks to our many supporters, sponsors, members and committees, we were able to expand our staff in 
2016 with a new bilingual business collaboration and development manager allowing us to further build relations with the 
many APA businesses in Michigan and abroad.
 
Our focus included launching our small business loan program granting local entrepreneurs access to capital. We enhanced Our focus included launching our small business loan program granting local entrepreneurs access to capital. We enhanced 
our network by collaborating with many affinity partners; we signed nearly twenty new partnership agreements in          
collaboration with local organizations focused on diversity, inclusion, and the promotion of economic advancement.
 
Our programs showcased dynamic speakers who offered mentorship, leadership and a forum to share best practices and 

expertise for true business growth. We began building the framework to support the young entrepreneurs developing within our APA community and will soon be      
launching a new value proposition and membership offerings designed to support our vast, diverse network.
 
In the fall of 2016, we celebrated the achievements of many local Asian Business Professionals and Companies at our Salute to Excellence Awards. However, this year we 
included in our focus inbounding Asian companies who demonstrated a strong commitment to support the local community by establishing roots in and creating growth and 
prosperity in Michigan as our premier Global Asian Business Leaders.
 
And as the year comes to a close and a new year begins, I think of the theme of our upcoming gala, “Embracing Tomorrow, Today” and am very excited for what is to And as the year comes to a close and a new year begins, I think of the theme of our upcoming gala, “Embracing Tomorrow, Today” and am very excited for what is to 
come.  Thank you all once again for your immense support, may you continue to allow APACC to be the gateway to U.S. and Asian businesses.

A Message from Our Chairman 
Ron Shahani

To facilitate business relationships among Asian and U.S. based companies and to promote the 
economic advancement of Asian Pacific Americans

Mission

APACC and CEED Lending announced that starting in January 2016, 
any APACC member (in good standing) with a business headquarted 
in Wayne, Oakland, Washtenaw, Lenawee, Macomb, Hillsdale,      
Jackson, Livingston or Monroe counties could be eligible for a loan up 
to $50,000.  Contact APACC for more details and the schedule for the 
next Business Growth Seminar.
 

APACC and CEED Lending 
Loan Program
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This global supplier diversity matchmaking event is the one of largest 
events of its kind in the metro-Detroit area.  With nearly 350 guests in    
attendance, the morning began with supplier exhibits comprised of        
minority business owners (W/MBEs) throughout the Midwest.  The       
exhibition was followed by a panel discussion over lunch, moderated by 
Kelly Gladney, Director, Global Technology, Operations, Intellectual 
Property Management and Protection, General Motors Company, about 
the future opportunities for Asian Pacific American and minority-owned the future opportunities for Asian Pacific American and minority-owned 
businesses.  Many thanks to our amazing panelists Andra Rush, Founder 
& President & COO at Rush Group, Amish Shah, President & CEO at 
Kem Krest, and David Wang, CTO at BEET Analytics Technology for 
providing a wonderful and visionary discussion.
 
Concluding the panel, APACC announced John Pelletier from Yazaki 
North America, Inc. as the winner of the APACC 2016 Minority Business 
Advocate Award. This award is to recognize the individual that has 
helped minority-owned companies and suppliers to reach their maximum 
potential in the supply chain.  Suppliers then moved into the “Meet the 
Buyers Showcase” where they had an opportunity to meet one-on-one 
with over 50 buyers from a variety of industries based on specific         
procurement needs. procurement needs. 
 
Event sponsors DTE Energy and General Motors; Panel Sponsor Yazaki 
North America; Lexicon Sponsor Rickman Enterprise Group; Energizing 
Sponsor Sigma International, Inc.; Supporting Sponsor Fiat Chrysler     
Automobiles (FCA); Media Sponsor Corp! Magazine; Magazine Sponsor 
Dbusiness.

APACC East-West Business Connection
“Technology Innovations”
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APACC along with The Ministry of Economic Affairs, Taiwan, ROC and 
MCAPA welcomed Taiwanese delegations from the Taiwan Electrical &    
Electronic Manufacturers’ Association (TEEMA) and Taiwan Semiconductor 
Industry Association (TSIA).  The purpose of the visit was to meet U.S.      
businesses with hopes to increase international trade, technical cooperation and 
procurement related to the automotive electronics and semiconductor industries, 
technical training, expert exchange.

 Taiwan Automotive Electronics 
& Semiconductor Conference 

“Taiwan: Driving Reliable Connection”
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APACC encourages and celebrates the highest standards in        
economic advancement by honoring Asian-Owned Companies, 
Asian Business Professionals, as well as Global Asian Business 
Leaders and the much sought after Luminary Award at this biennial 
awards celebration dinner.
 
With over 200 attendees present at the Southfield Westin, attendees With over 200 attendees present at the Southfield Westin, attendees 
had a chance to network and join in celebration with honorees, 
sponsors and gain insight from fellow award recipient keynote 
speaker Dug Song, Co-Founder and CEO of Duo Security, a local 
Asian entrepreneur of a cloud-based access security provider     
protecting the world’s fastest-growing and largest companies and 
thousands of organizations worldwide.
  
Sponsors included Pure Michigan Business Connect, Acro Service 
Corporation, DTE Energy, Ford Motor Company, General Motors, 
Midwest Molding Inc., City of Southfield, Corp! Magazine and 
DBusiness.

APACC Salute to Excellence Awards



Salute to Excellence Award Categories
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APACC’S Women’s Leadership Conference was a half-day event of inspiration and empowerment designed with ALL women 
in mind.  The event was Chaired by Linglong He, CIO of Quicken Loans and the keynote speaker was Mina Sooch, President 
and CEO, Gemphire Therapeutics and Co-Founder and Managing Director, Apjohn Ventures.  This was the second time APACC 
hosted a women’s conference with the premiere event being held in 2014.  This year, the event offered attendees a choice of two 
of four breakout sessions designed to help them grow both personally and professionally. Crystal Sponsor Quicken Loans;      
Energizing Sponsor Federal-Mogul Corporation; Event Sponsors Acro Service Corporation, DTE Energy, Ford Motor Company Energizing Sponsor Federal-Mogul Corporation; Event Sponsors Acro Service Corporation, DTE Energy, Ford Motor Company 
& General Motors; Keepsake Sponsor - Gardner-White Furniture

“Grow Your Value”, sponsored by Quicken Loans with presentation by 
Kristina Kolbas, Senior Vice President, IT Client Platforms,            
Quicken Loans discussed with attendees ideas on how to elevate their 
career to next level.

“You’re THE One”, sponsored by Kyyba, Inc. with presentation by  
Julie Booksh, Licensed Professional Counselor helped attendees learn to 
be the biggest cheerleader of themselves and assisted in ways to           
articulate your strength at work.

“Reprogram Yourself for Work Life Balance”, sponsored by Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Michigan with presentation by Cindy Bjorkquist, Director 
of Health and Wellness, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan encouraged 
attendees with suggestions on how to handle work, home life and        
personal goals.

“Steps to Financial Security”, sponsored by Comerica Bank consisted of 
a panel of Comerica Bank experts including Barton Burns, V.P. Wealth 
Planning Manager, Mary Nichols, V.P. Senior Wealth Advisor, Lee Lien, 
V.P. Senior Investment Strategist which guided attendees on taking the 
right steps in planning their financial future.

Women’s Leadership Conference “Leading with Purpose”
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2016 marked 15 years of service for APACC. Our dedicated board and staff has done an incredible job at expanding our       
outreach while strengthening our programs and services. One of APACC’s main strengths is advocating on behalf of the       
minority supplier community along with its OEM members, to enable prosperity and contribute to the broader revitalization    
of our state’s economy. In addition, our chamber is known for hosting unique and premiere events annually and 2016 was no 
exception. We have facilitated over 160 member-to-member referrals and provided developmental resources to the                
ever-growing membership of minority professionals and entrepreneurs.

As a central hub for Asian American business networking and economic development in Michigan, we are proud of the        As a central hub for Asian American business networking and economic development in Michigan, we are proud of the        
numerous partnerships with organizations across the Midwest region, our federal agency partners and state/city offices. 
APACC is stronger than ever due to our continuously expanding community who comes together to donate time, resources, 
and talent in support of our important mission.

As we transition into 2017, APACC is focused on providing access to capital, opportunities for MBEs and their network, and As we transition into 2017, APACC is focused on providing access to capital, opportunities for MBEs and their network, and 
for those in the automotive industry, information and support regarding the development of new technologies as the shift in   
autonomous vehicles and ride sharing has forced a different mind-set as it relates to customer demand.

I personally look forward to your active participation in 2017 so you are able to reap the maximum benefits of networking, learning, making new connections with some of 
the most powerful American and international business. I cannot emphasize the power of being engaged as a business owner; show your business visibility at our       
high-energy and results-oriented statewide business development and industry development events and conferences. 

Message from Executive Director Van Nguyen

With Much Gratitude,



APACC kicked the year off with a Symposium at Friedman Real Estate 
Solutions Group in Farmington Hills, MI where we heard from Honigman 
Miller Partner and Economic Development Incentives Practice Group 
about Incentives and Other Tools to Create Positive ROI in Michigan.    
(pictured bottom left)
 
As summer began, APACC went "Glocal" with Sigma International, Inc. As summer began, APACC went "Glocal" with Sigma International, Inc. 
during a joint event co-hosted by APACC and the Livonia Chamber where 
attendees heard from Sigma how they turned their local company into a 
global entity while learning tips for diversifying and adapting to economic 
changes. (pictured bottom right)
 
In August, the Chamber and its members convened in Detroit for our  In August, the Chamber and its members convened in Detroit for our  
Symposium with JP Morgan Chase titled "Proven Results for Navigating 
the U.S. Banking & Cyber Security Landscape".  Presentations and a panel 
discussion from JP Morgan's Managing Director and Head of Middle 
Market International and Plante Moran's Cybersecurity Consulting Partner 
helped attendees learn solutions for increasing security in both their       
personal and professional lives. (pictured top right)
  
Early fall, a small group of a dozen APACC members were chosen for a Early fall, a small group of a dozen APACC members were chosen for a 
private networking event with the Japan Auto Parts Industries Association 
members for our APACC-JAPIA Luncheon and we closed the year out 
with our 3rd Annual Buyer/Supplier Nexus, hosted by DENSO                 
International America, Inc., giving certified minority-owned,                
woman-owned and veteran-owned businesses an exclusive opportunity to 
meet one-on-one with buyers from one of the world's largest automotive 
suppliers at Meriwether’s restaurant in Southfield, MI.                           suppliers at Meriwether’s restaurant in Southfield, MI.                           
(pictured middle right)

APACC Members Grow 
Personally and Professionally 
Through Nexus and 
Symposium Events 
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In the year of the monkey, at the infamous Joe Louis 
Arena, APACC and guests celebrate the Lunar New Year 
in style inside the Legends Club.  Over 100 attendees 
came together in celebration of the New Year, to network 
and enjoy a unique opportunity to watch the impressive 
Detroit Red Wings practice one last time as Olympia    
Entertainment and the elite hockey team will be moving 
into the new Little Caesers Arena in 2017.into the new Little Caesers Arena in 2017.
 
Sponsors for this event included General Motors,      
Bromberg & Associates Translation Agency,             
Chrysan Industries, ICONMA, Mac Arthur Corporations, 
VHM Enterprises, and Talmer Bank who announced at 
the event their merger with Chemical Bank. 

APACC Lunar New Year 
Celebration and 
Networking Event
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Signature Sponsor

DTE Energy

 

Platinum Sponsors

Acro Service Corporation
Ford Motor Company
  

Benefactor Sponsor

The Kroger Co. of Michigan

 

Diamond Sponsors

Comerica Bank
Fiat Chrysler Automobiles (FCA)
Honda North America, Inc.
MGM Grand Detroit
 

Ruby SponsorsRuby Sponsors

Delphi Corporation
Delta Air Lines
EWIE CO., Inc.

Opal Sponsors

Aisin World Corporation of America
Dakkota Integrated Systems
Detroit Red Wings / Olympia Entertainment
Fifth Third Bank
Gardner-White Furniture
HonigmanHonigman
Oakland County
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart, PLLC
Plante Moran
Toyoda Gosei North America Corporation
Walbridge

 

 

Jade Sponsors

DENSO International America, Inc.
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Law Offices of Rona M. Lum, P.C.
Logic Solutions, Inc.
Roy Smith Company
ToyotaToyota
Tsuha Foundation
Weld-Aid Products, Inc.

APACC Officers:

Ron Shahani, Chairman 
Grace Lee, President and Vice Chair
Peter Schreck, Secretary
Connie Ku, Treasurer

APACC Board Directors:

Shilpan Amin, Betty Chu, M.D., MBA, Tel Ganesan, Bing Goei, Linglong He, 

Terry Helgesen, Jamie Hsu, Ph.D., Udesh Kaul, R.J. King, Nand Kochhar, 

Suk-Kyu Koh, Benjamin Kwon, Teresa LeFevre, Rona M. Lum,                  

Ken Masumoto, Ryan Rosario, and Jenny Wang
 

APACC Staff:

Van Nguyen – Executive Director
Sarah Lalone – Marketing & Events Manager
Leonie Teichman – Office Manager

Design & Layout:

e-Waves, Inc.

15th Anniversary Gala Sponsor

Thank you to our 2016 Sponsors
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